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csfrom the editor. 


Hopefully this issue of Numismatica Canada will bring a little spring-like weather it. We have 
several good articles to share with you. In addition to these Ryan Lawson has been busy finding new 
material to add to our data base. He has also given us a good article on the Ridge Dairy which was 
responsible for some of the tokens he has reported. For any of you who haven’t yet paid your 2013 
dues, please send payment in to our secretary-treasurer as soon as possible to ensure continued 
delivery of our publication. 


Planning to move? Please if you are moving, don’t forget to mail us in a change of address. Almost 
every year we lose contact with someone who has failed to give us their new address. Sometimes 
we can find you through 411 Canada, but just as often you remain lost unless you get in touch. We 
do value your membership. 
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Postage and Printing $3987.54 
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Total Deposit $4636.46 
Total balance as of Sept 28, 2012 $4824.11 


Len Kuenzig 


T. H. BAKER & CO., LTD. 
- LONDON, ONTARIO - 


Len Buth, FCNRS 


The subject wholesale jewelry manufacturing company was established in 1878 by 
Messrs. James & John Stevenson and operated as a partnership. Mr. Thomas H. 
Baker, who had been in the employ of the firm since 1885, was made a partner in 
1902 when the name was changed to Stevenson Bros. & Baker. In 1913 T. H. Baker 
bought out his partners and incorporated the operations as the T.H. Baker & Co. Ltd. 


Thomas H. Baker was born in Waterdown, Ontario in 1870, the son of William and 
Susannah [Batten] Baker. The family moved to London, Ontario in 1881 where 
Thomas received his education. He married Alice Oliver on January 1, 1900, and 
they had a family of 4 children. Thomas was active in community activities and 
various fraternal organizations. 


The company, originally located at 115 Carling Street, made a variety of jewelry 
items including; cuff links, brooches, pendants, badges and medals, but they 
specialized in all types of rings. They were a very successful firm and it was 
estimated that during the 1920-1930s they made 75% of all wedding rings sold in 
Canada. They remained at the above address until the late 1950s, when they 
relocated to 1023 Princess Ave. in order to have larger premises for their expanded 
operations. The premises at 115 Carling Street were torn down in 1980, and the 
building occupied at 1023 Princess Ave. no longer remains. 


Mr. John C. Nash [3™ generation executive of Nash Jewellers, London] informed the 
writer they dealt with T. H. Baker Co. Ltd. from the inception of their family store 
operation in 1918, until Baker ceased to exist in the early 1990s. 


The token shown below is one of two which surfaced recently in the London area. It 
is believed, but unfortunately not conclusively proven at this time, that this was made 
and utilized by the T.H. Baker Co. Ltd. Tokens such as these are referred to as 
“jewelry store ring markers”. They were used by jewelers to temporarily fill spaces 
in trays of rings when a ring was sold. It served three purposes: 


1] as an inventory control piece. When the manufacturers representative called at 
the retail store for re-orders, it could be easily determined what type of ring was sold, 
as the “marker” indicated which ring it replaced. 

2| as a manufacturers advertising device. 

3] as a theft check when the tray was left on the counter - with every space filled in a 
tray, it could be readily spotted if one was missing. 


Actual size - 20mm, silver plated white metal or lower grade silver, cast. 


If any reader can shed further light on this particular token, the writer would be 
pleased to hear from them. 


Three other images are shown as well: a company advertisement from the London 
Old Boys Program, 1923; the cover and an inside page from their sales Catalogue 
No.3, estimated to date circa 1930; and a sample of their trade mark. 
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T. He. Baker & Co., Ltd. 
115 Carling St. 


London, Ontario. 
Canada 
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Businesses & Tokens of Hespeler, Ontario 


The town of Hespeler was names for Jacob Hespeler. He was born in Ehningen, Germany in 1810 and 


educated in Nancy, France. He emigrated to Canada where he worked in the fur trade at first with 
Jacob Astor and later with the Hudsons Bay Company. In about 1835 he settled in the German 
community of Preston where he opened a store in partnership with a man named Yoeste. He shortly 
became the sole owner of this business. Eventually he built a grist mill which ran in opposition to the 
Serb’s Mill. In addition to the mill he also erected a stove store and a distillery on King Street. He 
became Preston’s second postmaster from 1851 until 1859, and was on Preston’s council in 1852. 
He was the village’s first reeve from 1854 until 1858 when the settlement became incorporated. From 
1859 until 1862 he served as the first reeve of the newly incorporated village of Hespeler. Originally 
known as New Hope, the incorporation of the settlement as a village was due partly to the efforts of 
Jacob Hespeler and also to the arrival of the Great Western Railway going through New Hope running 
between Galt and Guelph. Hespeler gained town status in 1901. 


A large number of tokens were used by various businesses in Hespeler. Five merchants made 
use of trade due bills. 


An aluminum, octagonal 25¢ token which is 25 mm in diameter is 
known that was used by George M. Henry, who operated a grocery and 
crockery store. His ads can be found in the Preston Prestonian as early as 
1903. Inan ad of 28" January of 1904 his grocery business is listed as being 
in the Henry Block of Hespeler and his phone number was 23. He also 
advertised in the Hespeler Herald and in an ad of 25 January, 1906 in that 
paper he was calling his business “The Red Front Grocery”. In The Busy 
Town of Hespeler Canada - Old Boys’ Re-Union Official Souvenir 
Programme of June 30, July 1, 2 and 3, 1906 he advertised that the Red Front 
Grocery and Confectionery House would be serving lunches during the re- 
union. 


His token: 
G. M. HENRY / GROCERIES / & / CROCKERY / HESPELER, ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 25 / IN MERCHANDISEA-Oc-25 
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From the Hespeler Herald of 25 January 1906 
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A five cent and a one cent token are listed for A. Hagmeier, another grocery and crockery 
merchant in Hespeler. Directories for Waterloo County list Hagmeier’s store as early as 1895. He 
is listed in both the 1901 and 1911 Canada census. 


Abraham Hagmeier was born on the 13" of March, 1854 and his wife, Elizabeth was born the 
18" of September, 1856. A son, Edwin, was born in 1885 and was a clerk in his father’s store. They 
also had a son Gordon, born in 1888. 


Hagmeier’s ads could be seen fairly regularly in the Hespeler Herald. From the early 1900s 
until he sold his business in 1921 to William Hiscox who had been operating stores since 1878. With 
the purchase of Hagmeier’s business, Mr. Hiscox had stores in Teeswater, Windsor, Guelph and 
Hespeler. Hiscox sold out at least at this store in 1923. The store was located in Hagmeier’s Block 


which also housed Merner Bros. Ladies & Childrens’ Ready-to-Wear Store. 


In the Hespeler Herald of April 21°, 1921, Mr. Hagmeier’s last ad appears giving his 
appreciation to his customers for their patronage along with an announcement from William F. Hiscox 


that he has purchased the business. 


Appreciation 


We want to express our hearty thanks for the very 
pleasant dealings and favors shown us, and the treatment 
received from the citizens of Hespeler and surrounding 
country. 

We had a very small beginning and very few 
encouragements when we started in the grocery business 31 
years ago, and looking back to that first April many things 
come to mind. We cannot, therefore, close the store before 
having expressed our appreciation and thanks to all who 
have helped us during those years. 

We will this week close our business and store in order to 
have a younger and abler man serve you, not only in the line 
of groceries and crockery, but also in dry goods and other 

things, Hespeler is in need of. 

Mr .Hiscox will open the old new store on Friday, April 29" 
with a full line of staple and fancy goods and I am sure you 
will find him very obliging and able to serve the wants of 
Hespeler and surrounding country with a new stock of 
merchandise that will be a credit to the town. We bespeak 
for our successor, Mr. Hiscox, the same liberal and 
continued patronage accorded us. 

Again let me thank not only our customers but everybody, 
not forgetting our fellow citizens both in and out of 
business, 
lam 

Yours sincerely, 
A. HAGMEIER 
We’ll be glad to see you any time up to Saturday night in 


our old stand. 


Announcement 


Having purchased the grocery business of Mr. 
Hagmeier, it is my intention to conduct the same in such a way 
as to give the best possible service to the people of Hespeler. 
We are opening up a stock of new dry goods; staples etc., 
which should appeal to Hespeler pseople and we invite their 
patronage. 

In order to take stock and get our goods on display 
the store will be closed next week until Friday morning when 
we purpose being ready for business. We will handle any 
telephone orders for groceries, however, during the time the 
store is closed and see that the same is promptly delivered. 


WM. F. HISCOX 


From this ad we can determine that Abraham Hagmeier started 
into business in Hespeler in 1890. 


of the economical 
4 housekeeper with 
our stock of 


—_+-—We lead-in-everything that's good .to ‘eat. Our Groceries have 
been carefully selected from samples and are of a quality that will 
prove highly satisfactory. 


Value being always considered according to quality, our Con- 
fectionery and fine Chocolates are the choicest selections from the 
best manufacturers, such as Huyler's, Webb's, Nasmith’s and others 


Roses, Carnations, Tulips. Daffodils, 
Violets, Sweet reas. 


Lettuce, Parsiey and Fiowering Plants. 


A. Hagmeier 


{ 


en en th De 


oe! De 


Meee eS 
; 


2. NEF 
ce 


bc. A fresh supply. of ~=7 


ot 


From the Hespeler Herald of 23" April, 1903 


A. HAGMEIER’S GROCERY STORE. 


Hagmeier store in the Hagmeier Block, Hespeler, 1901 


The tokens: 


A. HAGMEIER/GROCERIES / & / CROCKERY / HESPELER. ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 5 / IN MERCHANDISE A-R-20 
GOOD FOR /1 / INMERCHANDISE A-R-18 


7 Yuhn E. Klager, another grocer in Hespeler made use of tokens ranging from 1¢ to $1. His tokens 
were supplied by a well known business in nearby Galt, the firm of J. K. Cranston. The Cranston 
Company supplied tokens to a great number of businesses throughout southern Ontario and many of 
them including Klager’s can be readily determined to have come from this firm as their advertising 
is seen on the reverse side. 


The tokens varied in size from 21 mm in diameter for the cent to 35 mm for the dollar. They 
were made of aluminum and round in shape. 


The obverses were similar, giving the denomination, as well as identifying Klager as the 
merchant. The obverse read: GOOD FOR / ONE CENT IN MDSE. / AT / J.E. KLAGER’S / 
GROCERY / STORE / HESPELER / ONT. 1¢ — The reverse: THE CRANSTON / I¢ / J.K-C., 
GALT, ONT. / TRADE DUE BILL. The other tokens were the same except in the denominations 
ending up with: GOOD FOR ONE DOLLAR IN MDSE. / AT/J.E. KLAGERS’S / GROCERY / 
STORE / HESPELER / ONT. $17 The reverse: THE CRANSTON / $1 /J.K.C., GALT, ONT. 
/ TRADE DUE BILL 


The tokens are listed by W. R. McColl in his sale of 1903 (McColl 322), so it is known that 
they were in use at least that early. 


According to the 1901 Canada Census, John E. Klager had been born on the 1 9" of November 
of 1872. His wife, Hannah A. Klager was born on December 8", 1876. He was listed as a grocer in 
this census. He was not listed by R.G. Dun & Co. in their Canada Gazetteer and Business Directory 
for 1896 but did appear in their listing of 1908. 


A photo of his store appearing in a 1901 souvenir booklet shows the names KLAGER & 
COLEMAN on the store windows, indicating that he was in a partnership earlier in his career. Two 
persons appearing in the doorway of the store are unidentified but could possibly be Mr. Klager and 
Mr. Coleman. 


His ads can be found in the pages of the Hespeler Herald and in December of 1902 he was 
offering Dishes, China Novelties, Fruits, Quaker Oats and Xmas Fowl for sale. He was offering 
“Honey in the comb at 15¢ a pound” in an ad of October, 1905. Note that in the depicted ad of 
January 21", 1904, the price of maple syrup was 30¢ a quart. Honey was now 18¢ in the comb. 
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| Ad from the Hespeler Herald of 
>| 21 January, 1904. 


From now to Xmas w; 


. / ‘ 
our fine extra valué $4 Toilet 


For $2.99 


Gold Co Baking Powder fo’ 
Xmas Cake and have good! ' 
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From Hespeler Herald of 18" January 1906 


A brass set of tokens running from 1¢ to $1 was used by Robert Purves in connection with his 
grocery on Queen Street in Hespeler. The tokens were all scalloped in shape ranging from 21 mm in 
diameter for the cent to 35 mm for the dollar. The name on the tokens is mis-spelled as “PURVIS”. 


According to the 1901 Canada census, Robert Purves was born on the 31" of July, 1859. He 
and his sister, Margaret, born in 1858, lived with their mother Jennet Purves. 


His business is not listed in R. G. Dun’s 1896 Gazateer and Business Directory for Canada, 
but his advertisements can be found in the Hespeler Herald by December of 1902 when he is offering 
fish, canned goods and breads for sale. He is advertising “Canada Flakes” for breakfast - a handsome 
spoon in each package - in the Herald of 5 October, 1905. His ads in the Hespeler Herald can still 
be seen up until the end of June 1911 but disappear after this time. 
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From the Hespeler Herald of 5 Dec. 1902 
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From the Hespeler Herald of 2™ April 1908 Brass 25¢ due bill token with the name mis-spelled 
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B. C. Marlock Used Cranston Style Tokens In Hespeler 


A set of due bill tokens that were supplied by the Cranston Company of Galt was used by a merchant 
in Hespeler by the name of B.C. Marlock. The Cranston Company moved to Toronto in 1905, so 
Marlock was obviously in business in Hespeler before that time. His business was possibly short- 
lived as he is not listed in directories that I have seen, nor is he listed in either the 1901 or 1911 
Canada Census. About all that points to him ever being in Hespeler are his tokens. They are all of 
aluminum and round, varying in size from 21 mm in diameter for the cent to 35 mm for the dollar. 


The tokens: 


GOOD FOR ONE DOLLAR IN MDSE. / B.C. MARLOCK / GROCER / HESPELER / $1° 
THE CRANSTON / $1 /J.K.C., GALT, ONT. / TRADE DUE BILL A-R-35 


GOOD FOR FIFTY CENTS IN MDSE. / B.C. MARLOCK, / GROCER / HESPELER / 50¢ 
THE CRANSTON / 50¢ / J.K.C., GALT, ONT. / TRADE DUE BILL A-R-31 


GOOD FOR TWENTY-FIVE CENTS IN MDSE. / B.C. MARLOCK, / GROCER / HESPSELER 


/25¢ 
THE CRANSTON / 25¢ /J.K.C., GALT, ONT. / TRADE DUE BILL A-R-29 


GOOD FOR TEN CENTS IN MDSE. B.C. MARLOCK, /GROCER / HESPELER / 10¢ 
THE CRANSTON / 10¢ /J.K.C., GALT, ONT. / TRADE DUE BILL A-R-27 


GOOD FOR FIVE CENTS IN MDSE. / B.C. MARLOCK, / HESPELER / 5¢ 
THE CRANSTON / 5¢/J.K.C., GALT, ONT. / TRADE DUE BILL A-R-24 


GOOD FOR ONE CENT IN MDSE. / B.C. MARLOCK, / HESPELER / 1¢ 
THE CRANSTON / 1¢/J.K.C., GALT, ONT. / TRADE DUE BILL A-R-21 


B.C. Marlock $1, 50¢, 10¢ and 1¢. Illustrations thanks to Rick Craig. 
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Stores and Tokens of Ruscom Station, Ontario 
by Harry N. James FCNRS 


< Bs < So * s5°\ ‘Chis token was discovered a while ago by Len Buth but the 
= sey 5. information given me at the time somehow got waylaid. Scott Douglas, 
—s= .- = = who now owns the piece, kindly supplied me with scans for illustrating 
a Ra ee TE SS : : . ; 
Si Sues the token which is made of aluminum, octagonal in shape and mm in 


diameter. It was good for 25¢ in trade and was likely part of a set 
ranging from 1¢ dollar. It is from the store of W. H. Knister. 


The second token was good for 1¢ and from the store of a George Fraba. Lf 
It is also likely fro a set of due bill tokens ranging from 1¢ to a dollar. Be 


Ruscom Station is located in Rochester Township of Essex County. In 1906 it had a population of 
about 100 people. By the 1970s the population had dwindled to about 77 people. The Michigan Central 
Railroad went through the village which was about 27 miles south east of Sandwich, the county seat. 
Sandwich is now part of Windsor. Ruscom was also sometimes spelled as RUSCOMB as it appears on both 
of these tokens. 


The first store in Ruscom Station was built in 1880 and was owned by John D. Mathers. It was 
operated as a general store and also housed the post office. Mr. Mathers was the first postmaster in Ruscom. 
A second store had been built in 1885 by Henry B. Knister. By 1895, a Mr. Robert McNaughton is listed 
as the operator of this store. Henry Knister also had a grain mill in Ruscom which he operated for many 
years. Mr. McNaughton operated this store until 1900 or 1901 at which time Henry’s son, William took 
it over. He also became postmaster at this time with Robert McNaughton as assistant postmaster. 


The Canada Census for 1901 states that Henry Knister had been born in 1852 of German descent. 
His wife, Cristie was born in 1856 and they had two sons, William, born in 1880 and Oswald, born in 1895. 
In 1901, William was working as a clerk in the store as also was Wilson Delbert who boarded with the 
family. A Robert McNaughton and Duncan McNorton were listed as domestics in the household. 


By 1908, the elder Knister is no longer listed and William Knister is operating the grain business. 
Robert McNaughton is again listed as the operator of the general store. 


Information is rather sketchy from this point, however, information from the Tweedsmuir History 
Scrapbooks compiled by the Women’s Institute, Woodslee - Ruscomb - St. Joachim branch as well as the 
Ruscom Branch, Essex County mention that at some time H. B. Knister had a grain elevator, a general store 
and post office were operated by William Knister and Mr. And Mrs. Charles LaFaive a general store and 
millinery. ( C. J. Lafaye is listed in 1902 as a grocer in the Union Publishing Co’s Farmers’ and Business 
Directory for Essex County.) 


About 1910.aMr. Mailloux operated a store, post office and telephone central. Robert McNaughton 
was also listed with a store. 


In 1912 George Fraba owned the general store, post office and millinery and also the telephone 
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central. 


According to the Tweedsmuir records, Mr. Mathers’s store had been located on the south side of 
the railroad tracks and on the east side of the Ruscom Road. These records also state that Mr. Mathers sold 
his stock to Robert McNaughton in 1885. (This possibly happened some time later, as Mr. Mathers is stil] 
listed as a merchant up until 1895.) 


The Knister store, operated by Robert McNaughton was located on the north side of the railroad 
tracks and on the west side of the Ruscom Road. When William Knister took over the store he assumed 
the duty of postmaster from Robert McNaughton who was now the assistant postmaster. Mr. McNaugton 


still managed the store and lived upstairs. His wife was the former Matilda Knister, making him a brother- 
in-law of William. 


Henry Knister died at the age of 88 years in January of 1940. His son, William remained postmaster 
for 58 years. He died in the Leamington Hospital in 1967. Although born in Detroit, he had lived in the 
Ruscom area almost all of his life. Besides being postmaster, he had been the Essex County Road 
Superintendent for 33 years and was a 60 year member of the Comber chapter of the Masonic Lodge. He 
had also been the reeve of Rochester Township. 

According to the Canada Census for 1901, George Fraba had been born in 1870. He was of German 
descent and was a farmer. His wife Jennet was born in 1874 and they had two sons, Clifford born in 1898 
and Clare in 1901 as well as three daughters, Pearl, born in 1895, Blanch in 1896 and Eria in 1905. The 
census for 1911 also listed him as a farmer. 


His daughter Pearl Fraba was married to Stanton Knister, a daughter of William. 


How long George Fraba operated the general store is uncertain. He spent his last 30 years living in 
Windsor, Ontario where he died in 1959 at the age of 88. His wife, Janet (or Jennet) died in 1956. 


Sources: 


Union Publishing Co’s Farmers and Business Directory for Essex County 1890, 1892, 1893, 1895, 1900 
and 1902. 


Vernon’s Farmers and Business Directory for Essex, Kent & Lambton 1918 and 1922. 

Windsor Star 16" January, 1959. 

Tweedsmuir History Scrapbooks compiled by the Women’s Institute - Woodslee - Ruscomb - St. Joachim. 
Tweedsmuir History Scrapbooks compiled by the Women’s Institute - Ruscom Branch, Essex County. 


Canada Census for 1901 and 1911. 


tile 


From Ross Irwin’s Dead Files 


The British mint struck 17,000,000 coins for foreigh countries during 1933, but only four bronze British 


pennies were made. (From Guelph Mercury) 


Found in the Public Record Office — CO 42/1011 -- By Ross W. Irwin 


Gov. Gen. Devonshire, 20" June 1919. Asks whether H.M.G. has any objection to the minting of 
specified bronze and silver. 


Handwritten reply (36881) — In view of 28707, | should think we can telegraph at once. No objection. 


TELEGRAM from the Governor General of Canada to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
(Received Colonial Office 6.4 a.m. 31° June 1919) (Rubber stamped — C.O. / 36881 / 21 JUN 19) 


20" June Government of Canada has received request from Government of Newfoundland to assist in 
minting of silver and bronze coins my ministers enquire whether His Majesty’s Government have any 
objection coinage consists of 3,000 dollars in one cent pieces and 5,000 dollars in five cent pieces 5000 
dollars in ten pieces 40,000 dollars twenty five cent pieces 150,000 dollars in fifty cent pieces. 


DEVONSHIRE 


Telegram from the Governor-General of Canada to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated Fea 
June 1919 (Received Colonial Office 15™ June, 1919) 


17" June 1919, Gov. Gen. Devonshire, telegraph, re Minting of nickel coins for Gov't of Jamaica 


“Has received request from Gov't of Jamaica to assist in minting of nickel coins. Unable to obtain coins 
from Birmingham. Enquires whether H.M.G. has any objection to coinage consists of £1,000 of pennies 
and £500 of half-pennies £400 of farthings. Devonshire.. 


16 


HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY EASTMAIN TOKENS RE-VISITED 
Or “Less Conjecture, More Facts” 


By Jim Astwood 


There have been many articles written about the “mysterious” Hudson’s Bay Company Eastmain District 
tokens ever since they first came to collectors’ attention in the 1880’s. Most of these speculate on when 
they were issued, why they were issued, what is the meaning of N B and why do some have punch marks 
between the N and the B.? Perhaps the best article in recent years was by Gregory S. Ingram, who is the 
first, to my knowledge, to have found reference to these tokens in the Hudson’s Bay Company archives. 


Early scholars believed the tokens were struck about 1854 but there seems to be some evidence that moves 
this date forward to about 1857. The Eastmain District at that time comprised only three posts — Fort 
George on the east coast of James Bay and Great Whale River and Little Whale River on the east coast of 
Hudson’s Bay just north of James Bay. Barrie Renwick has done some excellent research and concluded 
that the tokens, although perhaps originally intended for the fur trade, were primarily used in the HBC’s 
fishery operations to pay native employees for whales thy caught and other services they provided... This 
makes considerable sense and we know from the archives that they were in use before 1867. 


On the other side of James Bay from Fort George is Moose Factory, which was the headquarters for the 
Company’s Southern Department. (The Northern Department was headquartered at York Factory) 
Sometime either in late 1866 or early 1867 James Anderson, the Chief Trader at Moose Factory requested a 
supply of coins from London. I have been unable to locate his original letter so his reasons for such a 
request are not known, although it may be that there was a need for change since the only money in 
circulation in the area at the time were Hudson’s Bay Company notes. These only came in denominations 
of 1/-, 5/-, and £1 and there was perhaps a requirement for coinage. However, W. G. Smith secretary of 
the Company in London, replied on June 24, 1867 advising as follows: 


“The Governor and Committee have found it difficult to carry out your suggestion with reference to 
Coins, but as you are aware that tokens have been in use at Eastmain the following supply has been 
shipped via “Lady Head” which it is hoped will answer the purpose. 


66 2/3 doz. 1 2B 


100 %y VA 
100 : Va 
100 > 1/8 


You will take care that the values to be placed on these tokens agree with that adopted at Eastmain.” 


You will note that the “M B” for Made Beaver is conjoined ( The abbreviation shown above is a photo 
taken from Smith’s letter in the HBC archives). 


This letter answers two questions — How many were struck for the Southern Department (800 1 MB and 
1200 each of the ’4’s, '4’s and 1/8’s.) It also helps to settle speculation on the meaning of “N B”. It is 
clearly an engraver’s error. If the original order were written in longhand and the MB conjoined then it 
would be an easy mistake for someone not familiar with the term “Made Beaver”. Eric Leighton in one 
article tries to argue that the “N” stands for “Noir”, or Black, since a black beaver pelt was the top grade. 
However, few, if any, natives were literate and certainly not to the extent that a mixture of English and 
French would be used on a token. 


As to the meaning of the punch mark between the N and the B again it is Gregory Ingram who came up 
with the definitive answer. Many numismatists have assumed that the punch mark was simply a means of 
canceling the tokens. First of all, why would they want to cancel tokens? They were intended to be used 
over and over again and there are no other HBC token issues with cancellation marks. When all tokens 
were withdrawn from the various posts to Winnipeg after WWII even then they were not cancelled. 


a 


The answer lies in a letter dated September 5, 1867 from James Anderson of Moose Factory to W. G. 
Smith, Secretary of the Company in London. In this letter Anderson acknowledges the receipt of the tokens 


as follows: 


“The Tokens received will answer the purpose, as I shall have them marked so as to be known from 
those used in East Main Distr.” 


Since the punch mark is uniformly placed in the same spot between the N and the B it is obvious that this is 
the “mark” referred to by Anderson. However, what is not clear is whether these “Southern Department” 
tokens had the same values as the Eastmain ones, as instructed by Smith. If they had the same values there 
should have been no need to differentiate between the two issues. These tokens did not circulate as money 
— they probably seldom, if ever, left the post as they were used primarily to keep track of the furs and other 
goods, such as meat and produce brought in by natives and the trade goods they took in exchange. 
Accounts were maintained in “Made Beavers” and fractions thereof for each native that the company dealt 
with..If HBC tokens circulated then there would be worn and damaged examples but almost all HBC tokens 
show little wear. 


Again, thanks to Ingram’s research, we also have a better idea as to how many of these tokens were struck. 
We know exactly how many were shipped to Moose Factory in 1867. Since there seem to be about the 
same number of marked and unmarked tokens it is therefore likely that the first shipment to Eastmain 
contained similar numbers. This would make the total issue 1,600 1 MB tokens and 2,400 each of the 
other denominations, divided equally between “marked” and “unmarked” pieces. The second issue (to 
Moose Factory) were obviously struck specifically for that order as they are considerably lighter than the 
first issue sent to Whale River several years earlier. The average weight of the 1 MB tokens sent to Moose 
Factory is approximately 6 grams whereas the original issue sent to the Eastmain district weigh 8 grams. 
Similarly, the 2 MB tokens sent to Moose Factory average about 5 grams compared to 7 grams for those 
sent to Eastmain. The weight of the 2 and 4 denominations are approximately the same for both issues. 


It is interesting to note that when the Company was moving out of York F actory ( It closed permanently in 
1957) they shipped all of the tokens they had on hand and all of the unissued paper money to Winnipeg. At 
the same time they also recalled any tokens still left at the Company’s posts. There were a number of 
books of unissued (but fully signed) 5/- and £1 notes of the 1821 York F actory issue plus a large number of 
tokens provided to the Company’s museum in Winnipeg. These were available for sale as souvenirs. The 
notes were sold for $1.00 each (limit 1 per customer per visit) and the Eastmain and Southern Department 
tokens were sold for $5.00 a set, again with a limit of one set per customer. What a difference fifty or so 
years makes in prices !!!!! 
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STIRRETT & Co. 


The Eaton’s of Petrolia, Ont. 
By M.H. Kyle 


— 


Main street of Petrolia (the Victorian Oil Town) R. Stirrett store center right 


Robert Stirrett (1857-1933) the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Stirrett of 
Camlachie, Ont. ( Lambton County ) His parents were pioneers in the 
area, his father was engaged in the weaving business for years. Robert 
after serving many years as a clerk opened a business of his own in 
Jura, Ont. (1877 ) three years later he moved to Forest, Ont. 
establishing a successful General Store. In 1884 Robert married Miss 
Meda Pake of Belleville, Ont. 

In 1892 they moved to Petrolia, Ont. where he operated a very 
successful General Store until 1921 when he moved the business to 
Sarnia, Ont. ( it was during 1892- 1921 that the Merchant Due Bills 
were issued, also one for Petrolia & Wyoming. Other duel location 
tokens may exist as Robert purchased businesses in distress, operated 
them for a short time then returning the remaining stock to the main 
location n Petrolia.) Once again the move was very successful, each 
move having a larger populated thus more potential customers. On 
june 9" 1932 he announced his retirement after 60 years in retail, his 
son George continued the business. He died at home on March 16" 
Oe Gm 1933. 

Robert was survived by his wife Meda, sons Gordon, Robert Roy, George H, John R., Grant and his 
daughter Marion the youngest. 

Robert was very involved in the community he resided, Mayor of Petrolia, County Councilor, President 
of the Lambton County Temperance Union and ten years as correspondent for the London Free Press 
and the Toronto Globe as well as a prominent role in the Presbyterian Church. 


Z 
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The following in italics is taken from an 
anonymously authored document found in the 
Stirrett file in the Lambton County Library. 


Some people called it “ ssturrette”. Others called it 
“ Steerits”. To me it was always and will be the “STORE 
THAT FURNISHED THE HOME FROM CELLAR TO 
GARRET AND YOU FROM HEAD TO TOE “. This is my 
first remembrance of an advertising slogan painted on 
the east side of the building. It was a huge store. |am 
relying only on my memory and in that |am more 
fortunate than those who have stayed in our home 
town, where they can still see the physical presence of 
the building. It was a huge store. Three sections it was. 
The central part was the largest and from the counter 
at the west side where Miss Draper and Miss Kelly sold yard goods, to the counter on the east side where Miss 
Glover and Miss Mabel Brown sold gloves was an immense distance with intervening tables of things which | 
cannot recall. Then to the far south of the building was a great space always waiting to be explored by strange 
faces and racks of more or less interesting articles 
The west section of the store was the grocery 
department. It was reached through a large arch at the 
central aisle which ran across the main section. The 
grocery department was always full of tantalizing odors 
and the counters always seemed piled with orders to be 
delivered. 
Our family did not buy groceries there, a circumstance 
which | always gave me some concern. So! do not seem 
to recall the clerks except one, a pretty English or Scotch 
girl named Nellie who lived with the Stirretts and sang in 
our choir. |do remember the candy counter, mixed hard 
candy and chocolate creams, the likes of which | have 
never tasted since.” A good sized bagful cost a nickel.” 
The eastern division of the store was the same size as 
the grocery department, both of these section appear to 
me now as long high and narrow. There was the Shoe Department and Fanny Coldwell sold shoes in an atmosphere 
of happy friendliness. Joining these three sections was one central aisle spoken of above. Here Mr. Stirrett walked 
back and forth, his hands behind his back overseeing everything through pince-nez glasses. His desk was at the 
wall beside the shoe department, on the wall, proudly bo, ALi eee Oe het 
displayed were photographs of his several sons who Bhs; 
were in the armed forces. 
Above Mr. Stirrett’s desk was probably the greatest 
wonder of this wonderful store,” The Cashier’s Desk.” 
It was called a cage and was at head —level above all. To 
it ran numerous wires from all departments. Wires on 
which ran baskets pushed by a spring at the starting 
point, and in which were purchases to be wrapped and 
the money changed. Not always was the pull on the 
spring strong enough to force the basket up to the cage 
and so it was always an exciting thing to watch to see if 
it would make it or not. The return trip with the wrapped 
parcel and change was easily anticipated for it was 
made with real speed. This cage and its communication 
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3 Tue R. Stirrers Co 


The R. Stirrett Co. | 


WE HANDLE 


MANY 
LINES OF GOODS 


| AND 


HANDLE THEM WELL! 


NO BETTER PLACE 


i TO TRADE 


TRADING | 
STAMP}. 


THAN RIGHT HERE 
WITH US! 


| , . } “The Eaton's of Petrolia” 


The Trading Stamps in this STERRITT booklet are red on a white field. 


system was the inspiration for many hours of imaginative play in the houses and yards where there we young 
children. 

| never did get the back departments of this fascinating store properly explored. Somewhere back there were the 
Clothing Department and Mr. Thompson’s office with Pearl Pratt as his book keeper. 

Upstairs, such a colossus had to spread over more than one floor, was a most exciting section, with every purchase 
in any section of the floor, you were given vari-coloured stamps, which were taken carefully home and pasted in the 
stamp book. When at length the book was filled it was taken to this upstairs department and from it came most 
wonderful things For Free. Beautiful garishly coloured hearth rugs with great collies on them, dinner dishes, pearl 
handled butter spreaders all came home from time to time. Well do | remember a low brown chair with a stiff back 
and on rockers and with a drawer under the seat. A sewing chair it was called. | never remember anyone sewing in 
that chair, but it was novel. | believe the family it was one of the poorer premiums we ever had, but one of the best 
was a pair of portieres which hung for years in the arch between the front and the back parlors. They were later put 
to use as an upholstery material and did good service . They made good textiles in those days. 

Mr. Stirrett was undoubtedly a fine business man. He kept the name of his store before the whole county with his 
gigantic sales. FIRE SALES many of them were called, our relatives would come it from the country to attend them 
and then leave their premiums to go in our book. His store was not static, it changed with the times and so it 
eventually left our town, leaving our front street looking like a denture with three front teeth missing. It left. What 
more ignoble a blow could have been dealt our people. Yes it went to Sarnia. But in going it began the age of 
“commuting’ for our town. For Mr. Stirrett was a conscientious employer, he took with him all of his old employees 
that he could. These people travelling back and forth each day by bus, preferring to reside in this “Hard Oil Town.” 
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THE ROBERT STIRRETT CO. PETROLIA, ONTARIO. 


The above tokens from left to right. 


THE R. STIRRETT/ Co./ PETROLIA AND WYOMING. James P-45-DB-6d A-Oc-28 
GOOD FOR/ 5¢ / IN TRADE 
STIRRETT & Co. / DEPARTMENTAL / STORE /PETROLIA, ONT. Bowman 800-C-E James P-45-DB-4-d A-Oc-20 
GOOD FOR/ 5 / IN MERCHANDISE 
STIRRETT & Co. / DEPARTMENTAL / STORE / PETROLIA, ONT. Bowman 800-C-F James P45-DB-4-a A-Oc-18 
GOOD FOR /1 / IN MERCHANDISE 
THE R. STERRITT Co. / PETROLIA, / ONT. James P-45-DB-5-a A-R-20 
GOOD FOR /1¢ / IN / TRADE 


Also listed by Bowman and James 


Stirrett & Co. / Departmental / Store / Petrolia, Ont. 


Good For / 100 / In / Merchandise Bowman 800 C-A James P-45-DB-4h A-Oc-35 
Good For /50/ In/ Merchandise Bowman 800 C-B James P-45-DB-4g A-Oc-28 
Good For /25/ In/ Merchandise Bowman 800 C-C James P-45-DB-4f A-Oc-25 
Good For/ 5/ In/ Merchandise Bowman 800 C-D James P-45-DB-4e A-Oc-22 
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MAJOR 
GEORGE H. 
STIRRETT 


When Canada entered 
WWI, George enlisted in 
the First Hussars and sailed 
in 1915 to England as an 
enlisted man. Sgt. Major 


Stirrett won the DCM for 
his heroic actions at the 
Battle of the Somme and, 
as a Lieutenant, he won 
the Military Cross for brav- 
ery in pursuing the enemy 
in the last days of war. He 
befriended another First 
Hussar officer, Billy Bishop, 
and the Sarnia armoury is 
named in his honour. 


OLGA EERILY ECE POOS IF pe BERL CLE EDI Upilees 


The Military carrier of George H. Stirrett prior to that of General Merchant after the passing of his father ( Robert ) 
deserve mention as shown above. 


Bibliography 


All of the interior pictures were made available from 
the Jean and Leo Bradshaw collection of Petrolia, 
Ontario. 


The remainder of the material included in this article are 
courtesy of the Lambton Room, Lambton County Library. 


George Stirrett and Billy Bishop were members of the 
First Hussars, they trained in London Ontario prior to 
embarkation to Europe in 1915. Bishop later transferred 
to the Air Corp. Bishop reportedly told Stirrett he 
thought he would prefer the clean air of flying to the 
muddy fields they operated in. 

( Air Marshal William Avery Bishop VC,CB, DSO & Bar 


‘*Birge’ "Papers are known throughout Canada and the 
Linited States, to be the last word in wall coverings The sauce 


MC,DFO,ED. A Canadian First World War Flying Ace. estion reproduced here, while making an irreproachahle dining 
room,¢s also eminently suitable for living Ag ye - rp as 
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Officially credited with 72 Victories, making him the top i eR emeet We teas enlebraid Pep 
The BR. STIRRETT Co 
Canadian Ace of World War 1. ni ETS 


a2 


The Vancouver Athletic Club 


by Ronald Greene 


BC database U7520c 
ACL 
30.68 <, 30.89 J, 2.1 g. 


There were three incorporated clubs with the name Vancouver Athletic Club The first 
club was registered in 1905 as a company under the Companies Act of 1897. One of the objects 
in the memorandum of association was to take over an agreement already made, and dated 
December 8, 1904 between Joseph Bonneau of Vancouver and A.E. Tulk, Ed Pierret, A. Larwill, 
George Hacking, George Little, Harry Godfrey, George M. Matheson, Matt J. Barr, and Frank 
Armstrong.’ The nature of this agreement is not stated on the file but it is possibly the take-over 
of an existing lease. Another object was to build or acquire a suitable building for a gymnasium 
and club house. A mortgage was registered in 1910, payable to Richard Marpole of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR),” against lots 21, 22 and 23, Block 38, Subdivision of District 
Lot 541, City of Vancouver. In November 1917 the Hon. Secretary of the club, J .G. Todhunter, 
advised the Registrar of Companies that this club had not been active since early 1915 as 95% of 
its members were serving overseas and consequently it had a shortage of funds. The club’s 
assets were disposed of in 1919 and the club was dissolved July 24, 1920. There was 
correspondence dated Dec. 29, 1919 on the file from the solicitor of another unnamed club 
asking for permission to use the name. Since the second club was incorporated only a week after 
the first club was dissolved, it seems likely that this unnamed club was the second club. 

The second club was incorporated July 31, 1920 asa society’ and purchased all the 
furniture, comprising billiard tables, etc., on the premises known as the Vancouver Athletic Club. 
This furniture, etc., was contained on the second floor of a building on the southeast corner of 
Smythe and Granville Streets. It appears that this club was one of those viewed by the 
Government as making an end-run around the liquor regulations and were consequently 
dissolved. The extract from the B.C. Executive Council dated October 27, 1922 stated, “That it 
is in the public interest that the incorporation of the said Society be revoked and the said Society 
be declared to be dissolved.” 

The third club was incorporated November 3, 1938 as a company with the object of 
taking over two proprietary clubs, i.e. operator-owned clubs, not member-owned, operated by 
Robert Paul Brown, the “Vancouver Amateur Athletic Club” and the “Vancouver Athletic 
Club.” The owners of this club had been operating Athletic Park at Hemlock and West Sie 
Avenue in Vancouver since 1913, and were incorporated under the name Vancouver Recreation 
Parks Limited in 1920.° From 1945 this park was known as Sick’s Capilano Stadium. The 
actual location was a lot bounded on the west by Hemlock, on the south by 6" Avenue, on the 
east by Birch Street and on the north by the CPR right-of-way. The lot was leased from the CPR 
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and the railway cancelled the lease at the end of 1944 putting Vancouver Recreation Parks 
Limited out of business. We have not discovered when Mr. Brown started using the name 
Vancouver Athletic Club but it was at least as early as 1910.° There was a very interesting series 
of three articles published in the Vancouver Daily Province in 1957 based on an interview with 
Mr. Brown, who was referred as Mr. Baseball in Vancouver.’ 

Bob Brown was playing semi-pro or professional baseball in Portland in 1901. A club 
mate that year and friend was Joe Tinker who was drafted by the Chicago Cubs. Tinker went on 
to fame as one of the great double-play partnership “Tinker to Evers to Chance.” Brown was 
offered a player contract for 1902 but he wanted the managerial position which he, at age 25, 
was not offered, so he left the Portland Club and helped form the Washington State Semi-Pro 
League. For a while he was manager and catcher for the team in Aberdeen, Washington. 
Brown’s many moves in the interim are too complex for this article, but in 1909 the Vancouver 
was having a disastrous start in the Northwest League as their two top stars, Ham Hyatt and Pat 
Flanagan, had moved up to the major leagues. The owners wanted out, and Brown bought the 
team for a song, $500 for a three-fifths interest. In 1910 Brown was president, manager and 
shortstop for the ball club. By the end of that year he had acquired the remaining shares in the 
ball club. Until 1912 the team played at Recreation Park which was situated at Homer and 
Smythe. It was owned by the CPR, leased out to a local syndicate, which rented it out. It was 
primarily a lacrosse venue. However at the end of 1912 the park was closed and Brown 
managed to buy all the equipment and stands for his own park which he cleared and established 
on land leased from the CPR at Fifth and Hemlock with a gymnasium under the stands. For the 
1913 season Bob Brown moved the ball club into the new Athletic Park where he remained for 
39 years. 

The First World War which started in 1914 impacted professional baseball in Vancouver. 
By 1916 very few came to the ball park, the casualty lists posted outside the downtown 
newspaper offices were of much greater interest. By 1918 the Northwest League was only in 
limited operation, and suspended operations completely by 1923. A new amateur league, the 
Vancouver Intercity League was organized which kept the Athletic Park busy. It was also used 
for the track and field people, particularly by members of their own Vancouver Athletic Club. In 
1927 the park was used for one of the race exhibitions to raise money for Percy Williams, so that 
he could pay for his fare to the 1928 Olympics, where he won two gold medals in the 100 metre 
and 200 metre sprints. That year also saw a fire break out in the stands during a soccer match. 
They had difficulty getting everyone out of the park, fortunately no one was hurt. Brown 
managed to get the stands rebuilt within a month, delaying the baseball season by just a week. 

In 1937 the sons of Con Jones put a baseball team into the Class B Western International 
League (WIL), but couldn’t draw more than a few hundred per game at Con Jones Park (later 
Callister Park), so in 1939 they gave the franchise up and Brown took it over playing the games 
at Athletic Park. This was a struggle until the league collapsed during World War II. Brown 
tried to get an available Coast League Franchise, but the attempt failed when a citizens’ group 
bailed out the flagging team with hard cash. Brown then, in his own words, sang the praises of 
Vancouver to Emil Sick, then living in Seattle. In 1945 Sick’s brewery bought Athletic Park 
from the CPR and purchased the WIL franchise from Brown, making him the general manager. 
The operation was now called the Capilano Baseball Club, and the park Sick’s Capilano 
Stadium. 

In 1945 a second fire which started in the dressing rooms destroyed the stands and the 
VAC gym which sat below the stands. The gym had been the scene of many activities such as 
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basketball games. The stands were rebuilt, without a gym, as a temporary wooden structure by 
order of the City of Vancouver, which was already planning for the New Granville Street bridge 
which would go through Athletic Park. In June 1951 the Vancouver club moved into a brand 
new ball park on Little Mountain. In 1953 Bob Brown, at age of 76, resigned as general 
manager of the Capilano Baseball Club, when he was asked to become the president of the WIL. 
At the time baseball was on a downward cycle and within a year the league couldn’t support a 
full-time paid president, so Bob Brown retired to become the Honorary President. The WIL 
collapsed in 1955, but in 1956 Coley Hall managed to acquire a Coast League franchise for 
Vancouver and the Oakland team moved to Vancouver, but that is a another story.» Bob Brown 
passed away in 1965 at age 85.” 

The token was attributed to Vancouver by the late Ralph Burry, a friend and fellow 
collector. In the early 1970’s he uncovered a quantity in almost new condition. 

Because of the different groups all using the name Vancouver Athletic Club there is some 
difficulty in deciding which of the clubs issued the token. I believe that we can dismiss the 
second club as it had a very short existence. The fancy style of the V.A.C. on the obverse would 
appear to be an older style, which might make one lean towards the first club being the issuer. 
However, the denomination of 25 cents in 1906 to 1915 would buy a meal and seems too large 
amount for a refreshments token. The operators of a baseball stadium on the other hand would 
have a good use for such a token when the Capilano Baseball Club, of the Western International 
League, played in Athletic Park from 1939 to 1944. 


GR1438 Attorney General, Registrar General microfilm B4422 Company registration QE1285. The company 


was incorporated on April 10, 1905 and dissolved July 24, 1920. None of the men mentioned, with the 
exception of Albert Edward Tulk of the Gold Seal Liquor Company Limited were prominent. 

‘. Probably acting on behalf of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 

GR1438 Attorney General, Registrar General microfilm B4406 Society registration $1163. The society was 
incorporated July 31, 1920 and dissolved October 27, 1922. 

GR1526 Registrar of Companies, microfilm B5360, Company registration BC16456. Vancouver Athletic Club 
Limited was incorporated November 3, 1938 and dissolved July 12, 1951. 

GR1526 Registrar of Companies, microfilm B5291, Company registration BC4815. Vancouver Recreation Parks 
Limited was incorporated March 15, 1920 and dissolved December 30, 1948. Bob Brown wrote the 
Registrar of Companies that the company last operated in 1944 when the CPR ended the lease for the 
property. 

° Vancouver News Advertiser, January 19, 1910 p. 6 “V.A.C. teams are winners ...” 

” Vancouver Daily Province, Magazine Section, Part 1 ..... , Part 2, July 6, 1957, p. 4 and Part 3, J uly 13, 1957, p. 4 

credited to Bob Brown, as told to Eric Whitehead. 

2 Coley Hall was a well-known hotelier, owner of the Devonshire Hotel. 

” Vital Events Death Registration 1962-09-008078, microfilm B13256. 
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Ridge Dairy 
Crystal Beach, Ontario 


By Ryan SW Lawson 
March 2013 


Ridge Dairy was started in 1921 by Wilfred Doan. He started the business at the young age of 23 
operating at what is now 846 Ridge Road, located between Nigh Rd and Garrison Rd. He ran the 
business until 1932 when he sold to Horace Clough who in turn sold to Archie Malloy in 1935. 


Under Archie the business flourished. By 1950 the dairy had out grown the existing facilities and so they 
looked to expand. Because of the intensive water needs of a dairy, the business moved south to the 
town of Crystal Beach where town water and sewers could handle the enlarged processing plant. 


The new Ridge Dairy plant was opened on the northeast corner of Rebstock Rd and Derby Rd. This new 


facility was three times the size of the old one. 


bey 


5 
. 
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Ridge Dairy — circa 1960 


The business continued to expand and prosper. With their continued success they started to consolidate 
their position within the local market. In 1953 they took over the Maple Grove Dairy, which was located 
at the Miller Farm on the corner of Ridge Rd and Bowen Rd. In 1955 they took over a half interest in the 
North End Dairy in Fort Erie and in 1966 they took over Port Colborne Dairy. 
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In 1960 Ridge Dairy stopped using glass bottles and switched fully to the use of cardboard containers. 
Prior to that milk was delivered in glass containers with aluminum foil caps. The caps where in different 
colours for the different types of milk: Buttermilk, homogenized, cream, etc. On the new cardboard 
containers they had a picture and the words “Battle of Ridgway, June 2°", 1866” as this war of 1812 
battle occurred less than a kilometre from the original site of the dairy. 


Ultimately the times caught up with the business and it was acquired as part of consolidation within the 
industry. In 1971 Ridge Dairy was bought out be Avondale Dairy and the processing plan in Crystal 
Beach was closed. The building stayed open and was used as a depot by Avondale, but was ultimately 


closed for good around 1975. 
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serving The Peace Bridge Area 
For Over 36 Years! 


PMMA ed PZ 
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Ad from The Evening Tribute, June 4" 1957 


Text accompanying ad- “Yes... the red and white truck is your assurance of good, wholesome milk 
and dairy products. . . The red and white truck comes from Ridge Dairy — with the most modern 
pasteurizing equipment available — to serve you better, with the healthiest dairy products. Try Ridge 
Dairy soon... you’ll never change again.” 


Below are the front and reverse views of a ticket from Ridge Dairy plus one 
cardboard bottle cap 
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fue RIDGE MILK 
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Management and Staff of Ridge Diary — circa mid-1950s 


Pictured in the front row from left to right are: Don Huffman, Don Malloy, Mr. A. C. Malloy, owner- 
operator, Wayne Baker, plant foreman and Clayton Doan, plant foreman. In the back row from left to 
right are: Mrs. M. Daniels, accounting, Mrs. A. Malloy, Russell Young, Kenny Baker, John Grant, 

Ernest Anger, Harry Gerryts, Darrell Faulkner, driver-salesman, Doug Malloy, driver-salesman, Jerry 
Stires, route supervisor, Marg Winger, Dairy Bar staff and Peggy Brumwell, Dairy Bar staff. 


There, is a product that is growing in leaps and bounds over the last few years. 


We at Ridge Dairy have not let this go unnoticed. In fact we have been con- 


tinually experimenting with this fast growing dairy product and feel that now, 


we have the best sour cream obtainable — anywhere. So when buying sour cream 


make sure it’s Ridge Dairy. 


Early 1950’s Newspaper Ad 
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RIDGE DAIRY NOW SERVES FORT ERIE 


The management of Rida Dairy are pleased io announes 


- : ah 
that they have purchased the Maple Grove Dairs 


Refrigerated Trucks 
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TELEPHONE 15 RIDGEWAY 
A Courteous Representotive Will Call 


RIDGE DAIRY 


Visit our Dairy Bar at Derby and Rebstock Roads 
CRYSTAL BEACH | 


Ridge Dairy 
Homogenized Milk is 


MILES AHEAD 


& €i3rekeai F 


huey "BAR | RIDGE reeernone 15 nuwcewar 


Corser Derby and Kebstock Roed 


AXE HOME” SUNDAMS | re bh, Ont. 
7 Established in 1921 xystal Beach, 


Early 1950’s Newspaper Ads 
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The Tokens 


These six Ridge Dairy tokens were recently purchased as a group and do not necessary represent 
a complete set. Other denominations may exist. As far as the attribution to the town of Crystal 
Beach, this lot of tokens came with the Ridge Dairy ticket shown in this article. That ticket, 
listing the town of Crystal Beach, clearly links these tokens to the Ridge Dairy in that town. 
Based on the information in this article, the tokens were likely used in the 1950 to 1960 range. 


ABA | 


A-CH-33x36 A-CH-33x36 

Ridge / Dairy Ltd. [B.H. Blue] Ob: Ridge / Dairy Ltd. [B.H. Green] 
Good For /1/ 2% / Quart Rev: Good For / 2 / Quart / Homo 
A-TS-33x33 A-TS-33x33 

Ob: Ridge / Dairy Ltd. [T.H. Pink] Ob: Ridge / Dairy Ltd. [T.H. Teal] 
Rev: Good For / Homo / One 3 Qt. Jug Rev: Good For / 2% / One 3 Qt. Jug 
A-CH-33x36 A-CH-33x36 

Ob: Ridge / Dairy Ltd. [B.H. Gold] Ob: Ridge / Dairy Ltd. [B.H. Purple] 
Rev: Good For / 2 / Quart / 2% Rev: Good For / Sk(1)im / Quart 


il 


Ridge Milk ... 


MILES AHEAD 


—_ oe 9 eee ann mara i ee 
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ST DAIRY PRODUCTS 


THE HOME OF FINE 


If you are interested in Premium Quatrry and Courrrous Service . . . 
GIVE US A CALL 


RID GE TELEPHONE 15 RIDGEWAY 


Open from 9:00 a.m. till 6:00 p.m. 


DAIRY Corner Derby and Rebstock Road 


Crystal Beach, Ont. 
Established in 1921 jb 


Visit our 


DAIRY BAR 
Refreshing and Nourishing 
MILK SHAKES, SUNDAES 
DIXIE CUPS, 
“TAKE HOME” SUNDAES 


1954 Newspaper Ad 


Resources: 


-Newspaper article — “From small beginnings, Ridge Dairy grew and grew” 
The Ridgway Herald, March 31°, 1994 —author Rick Doan 


-Fort Erie Public Library, online database of local history & genealogy 


Comments and feedback welcome. Hi-Res scans of select Simcoe County tokens, information on Simcoe County 
tokens for sale, or information on their history also welcome. Email me at > ryan.lawson@outlook.com 
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William Burgoyne, Fenelon Falls 


By Ryan SW Lawson 


March 2013 


oF I y . 4, hee? 
‘ELON Fee 
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Me, 


In June 2012 a large hoard of W. Burgoyne (Fenelon Falls) tokens surfaced at an auction sale in Little 
Britain, Ontario. Apparently the auction sale was for the contents of an estate from Fenelon Falls. 


Though about 20 tokens did get purchased individually, | have managed to acquire the bulk of the hoard 
from the original purchaser. The minimum quantities for the various tokens found in the hoard are listed 
in the table below. 


Two important details were confirmed. Firstly that no 10 cent tokens 


Denomination Quantiy 


were in the hoard and secondly that it only ever had the two $1 Dollar 
tokens. 


1(w/¢) Additionally the hoard contained two previously unknown Burgoyne 


1 (no ¢) 10 
1 (& son) 


tokens. A new variety of 1 cent with a “¢” symbol on the reverse and a 1 
cent token listing “W. Burgoyne & Son”. 


William Burgoyne (1843 — 1927) was originally from Camden East, Ontario with early censuses listing 
him as a machinist. A 1906 business directory lists him having a General Store in Fenelon Falls and then 
later, a 1911 directory lists him in business with his son, Charles William Burgoyne (1872 — 1959). 
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For anyone that’s interested, | am making these tokens available at $5 each. 


Send enquires to > ryan.lawson@outlook.com 


Additionally, in support of a future article, 
information on this merchant, Hi-Res scans of a 10 
cent token or information on where one can be 
purchased would be greatly appreciated. 
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New Finds 2013 


Ruscomb, Ontario Essex County 


Due Bill 
GEO. FRABA / GENERAL / MERCHANT / RUSCOMB, ONT. 

GOOD FOR / 1¢ / IN TRADE A-Oc- 

18 

From Harry N. James, 17" December, 2012. R-91-DB-2a 
Welland, Ontario Welland County 
Dairy Tokens 
THE WOODLAND / DAIRY / TUFTS & SON / WELLAND, ONT. 

GOOD FOR / 1 / PINT / OF MILK A-R-?? W-55-D-7P 
TUFTS & SON’S / WOODLAND / DAIRY 

GOOD FOR / 1 / QUART A-Oc-?? W-55-D-7Q 


From Tim Grawey, 19” January, 2013. 


Collingwood, Simcoe County 
POTTS BROS. DAIRY / Ph. 589 / COLLINGWOOD [B.H.] 
GOOD FOR / 1 / PINT A-TR-41x38 


From Ryan Lawson, February, 2013 


oo 


Delhi Norfolk County 
TIME CHECK / 10/D.C.Co. 
TIME CHECK / 10/D.C.Co. B-R-29 


From Ryan Lawson February 2013 


Niagara-On-The-Lake Lincoln County 
MBFETREXFDBETLDSRIATETE/ 1787 
GEORGIVS II DEI GRATIA / (Bust to right) A-R-25 


This token is from Niagara-On-The-Lake and is 
used at Fort George. At the main tourist 
building one pays a fee for entry and is 
given the token. The token is then given to 
an actor at the entrance to Fort George who 
is playing the part of a local citizen from 
1812. I believe the token is meant to 
resemble a period silver coin from England, 
or what would have been standard pocket 
change in 1812. 


From Ryan Lawson February 2013 


Fenelon Falls Victoria County 


Due Bill 
W. BURGOYNE / GENERAL / MERCHANT / ¥¢ / FENELON FALLS, / ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 1¢ / INMERCHANDISE A-Sc8-22 


From Ryan Lawson February 3013 


Fenelon Falls Victoria County 


Due Bill 
W. BURGOYNE / & SON / GENERAL / MERCHANTS / FENELON / FALLS / ONT. 

GOOD FOR / 1¢ / IN / MERCHANDISE A-Sc6-19.5 

From Ryan Lawson February 2013 

Mansfield Dufferin County 
Due Bill 
GILBERT’S / DEPARTMENTAL / STORE / MANSFIELD, ONT. 

GOOD FOR / 25 / IN MERCHANDISE A-R-28 

From Ryan Lawson February 2013 

Orangeville Dufferin County 
Bakery token 


WISE BROS. / LEADING / BAKERS, / CONFECTIONERS / & FRUITERERS / 
ORANGEVILLE. 


GOOD FOR / 1 / LOAF OF BREAD A-Ov-30x22 


from Ryan Lawson February 2013 


ad 


Coldwater Simcoe County 

Due Bill 

From Ryan Lawson - February 2013. 

It has come to my attention that there are in fact two varieties of the Tipping & Co. 1 cent token. 
One listed; one unlisted. However, both varieties are the same size and share the same wording. 
As such I provide both here for clarity. 


TIPPING & CO. / GENERAL / (hollow design) / MERCHANTS / COLDWATER, ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 1¢ / IN MERCHANDISE A-R-19 


TIPPING & CO. / GENERAL / (solid design) / MERCHANTS / COLDWATER, ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 1¢ / IN MERCHANDISE A-R-19 


Hollow design Solid design 


Crystal Beach Welland County 
Dairy tokens From Ryan Lawson February 2013 


RIDGE / DAIRY LTD. 
GOOD FOR/1/2%/QUART —_[B.H. blue] A-CH-33x36 
GOOD FOR /HOMO/ONE3 QT. JUG —_[T.H. pink] A-TS-33x36 
GOOD FOR / 2% / ONE 3 QT. JUG [T.H. teal] A-TS-33x36 
GOOD FOR /2/QUART/ HOMO J[B.H. green] A-CH-33x36 
GOOD FOR/2/QUART/2% — [B.H. gold] A-CH-33x36 
GOOD FOR/SK1IM/QUART __ [B.H. purple] A-CH-33x36 
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Classified ad page: This is a free service for members Supplement for March 2013 issue of Numismatica Canada 


For sale: Custom made wooden tokens, wooden nickels, wooden commemoratives, wooden business and greeting cards. 
We hot stamp your wording and design onto the surface using either flat or metallic foils that come in a wide range of 
colours. Contact Bill at 519-273-1715 or cousins@wightman.ca for samples and pricing or by mail to Canada Wide 
Woods at General Delivery, Gadshill Station, Ontario NOK 1J0. Visit our website at: http://www.canadawidewoods. net. 


Masonic Medals Wanted: including Canadian Craft lodges, York Rite, Scottish Rite and Shrine. Please send 
descriptions, condition and prices asked. Doug Franklin, 1319 Newport Ave., Suite 204, Victoria, BC V8S 5E8 


E-mail frankli2@telus.net 


For Sale or Trade: Medals and tokens of collectors, dealers and manufacturers available plus miscellaneous items. 
Send want list or request my listing. Contact Barry Uman, 242 Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc H9R 1P2 or e-mail at 


clarinet@colba.net. 


“An Illustrated Guide to Manitoba Trade Tokens” 2006 edition is now available from Jim Astwood. This is a fully 
illustrated, spiral bound soft cover book and is available for $50 post-paid to Canada from J. W. Astwood, 52 Salme 
Drive, Winnipeg, MB R2M 1Y7. 


“An Illustrated Guide to Ontario Bakery Tokens” is now available from Jim Astwood. This revised listing contains 
almost 750 listings with over 500 tokens illustrated. It is in full colour and is wire-bound so it will lay flat. It is available 
for $30 postage-paid from Jim Astwood, 52 Salme Drive, Winnipeg, MB R2M 1Y7. 


Wanted for my personal collection: Tokens and scrip of Ottawa and surrounding area (including milk, bread, 
merchants’ due bills, etc., etc.). Also medals of all types (agricultural, school, athletic, exhibition, religious, etc.). Will 
purchase or trade. Contact: Chris Faulkner, 1460 Merivale Road, Box 78085, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2E 1B1. 


Trade Dollars For Sale: scarce and common: Please check out my list of trade dollars from Canada. Check out my 
website at http://www.gilbertweb.com/Tradesale.mht or send for a listing. Included in this list are the following items: 
Barrhead AL 1971, Labrador City NF 1974, St. Andrews NB 1984 ($1 error), Stewiacke Valley PEI 1980 (bz), Chatham 
Pioneer Days NB 1979 (plain edge), and Mahone Bay NS 1979. Bob Gilbert, P.O. Box 299, Liberty Corner, NJ USA 
07938, bob@gilbertweb.com. 


W.R. McColl 1903 Sales List - an Alphabetical Listing - a recently completed alphabetical listing of the McColl 
offering, by: 1)name 2)location 3)Province - by location, name and cross-referenced to Bowman, Hill, Stewart and 
Tannahill as applicable. The Ontario listing includes a separate section by County. 4)original numerical McColl list. 
Will facilitate locating names/attribution appearing in McColl which previously could be a time consuming task to find 
in his original list. Soft cover, spiral bound, 90 pages, 8 % X 11 inches. Copies C$20. Each, plus postage - Canada: 
Bubble pack mailer $3.25; Xpresspost $7.00 Regional or$$10.50 National; USA $7.00 surface or $ $12.00 air. A 
private publication by Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge Postal Outlet, 1201 Oxford St., W., London, ON, Canada 
N6H 5E1. lbuth@webmanager.on.ca 


For Sale: Collection of 67 winter carnival medals of which 43 are pre-1910, including an early letter to the Quebec 
winter carnival committee, etc. Complete listing & price available on request by e-mail or snail mail. Barry Uman, 242 
Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc, H9R 1P2 Canada e-mail clarinet@colba.net 


For Sale: Canadian Miscellaneous tokens & medals; my lists are available by e-mail or snail mail. My speciality is 
collector/dealer manufacturer pieces. Barry Uman, 242 Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc, H9R 1P2 Canada. E-mail 
clarinet@colba.net 


FOR SALE: Canadian Municipal Trade Tokens, Medallions, and Trade Notes as well as private pieces, and US pieces. 
Some common and very scarce. Please check out my new website at www.zwiggystradetokens.com. In time, and it 
will take time, I will be adding more and more pieces. If you have any specific pieces you are looking for, please email 


me at admin@zwiggystradetokens.com or Zzwiggy@shaw.ca and I can let you know if they are available. 


Paying Top Prices for Newfoundland scrip, Maritime medals before 1920, Maritime local tokens and better Canadian 
chartered banknotes. Geoff Bell, P.O. Box 5079, Shediac, NB, E4P 8T8 


For Sale: 100 Communion tokens from the duplicate collection of Rev. MacLennan; these remaining tokens are being 
discounted. For further information please contact Angus Sutherland at ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com or write to Box 
22013 RPO Water Street, Cambridge, ON NIR 8E3 


Canada’s Money, Kleeberg, John (ed) various Authors, 1994, hard cover, brand new, 149 pgs A compendium of articles 
presented at the “Coinage of the Americas Conference” 7 Nov. 1992. 7 articles by authors as Frank Katen, Warren 
Baker, Richard Doty etc. Articles titled The Magdalen Island Token, Patterns & Trial pieces of Canada etc. $20 plus 


post. Email me at rstockley@videotron.ca 


For Sale or trade. 623 different Canadian & foreign amusement & arcade tokens most identified by Smith’s amusement 
catalogue.. Barry Uman, 242 Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc., H9R 1P2 E-mail clarinet@colba.net 


Numismatically Essex, The sixth of a series of books on tokens or medals used by various south-western Ontario 
merchants and businesses is now available. This book covers the tokens used by merchants and businesses in 20 different 
locations throughout Essex County, Ontario and 91 different businesses. The book contains 94 pages of text and 
illustrations, plus contents and index and is available for $20.00 plus $4.00 postage from: Harry N. James, Box 22022, 
Elmwood Square P.O., 204 First Ave., St, Thomas, ON NS5R 6A1. Or harrynj@sympatico.ca. Phone (519) 631-1884 


FOR SALE: Canada Municipal Trade Tokens (Trade Dollars). Only eight needed to complete the set of base metals 
to 2006. Many plated issues and sets and silver included. | will consider offers for the complete collection. Contact: 
Randy Larsen, 131 Buckingham Drive., Stillwater Lake, N.S. B3Z 1G2. _r-larsen@ns.sympatico 902-826-7704 


FOR ALL TYPES of numismatic books, please visit my site at www.abebooks.com/bookseller/stockleysbooks. If you 
would like to be added to my list to receive email notification of new stock, contact me at rstockley@videotron.ca. 
Thanks. Richard. 


MOORE’S 


CAN REALIZE Top MARKET PRICES For You. 


We Invite you consign to our Feb. 21-22 & Oct. 24-25, 2013 
Toronto Public Auction Sales 

Maximize Your Results Through Our 

Expertize, Specialization and Professionalism 
Consignment Deadlines: December 15, 2012 and August 5, 2013 
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MOORE’S 


CANADA’S LEADING NuUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 


_ IVE OE ae 
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P.O. Box 5233, Walnut Creek, CA, 94596 


(925) 946-0150 


Fax (925) 930-7710 E-mail: moorecoins1921@yahoo.com tance 
Life Member: R.C.N.A. #143, A.N.A. #1995, C.P.M.A. #11 Past President, C.A.N.D. 
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We invite you to consign your treasures to our 
Spring 2013 Sale 


May 30rn & 3ist, 2013 


Consignment dle adline: April 14, 2013 ) 


Featuring Part 2 of 
Dr. John Temple’s Token Collection 


Fall 2013 Sale: September 26 & 27, 2013 
Consignment deadline: August 12, 2013 


To be held in conjunction with Canada’s premier show - TORONTO COIN EXPO 


Additionally we will be holding a Mail / Internt Auction - November 23, 2013 
Consignment deadline: October 14, 2013 


Updates and consignment information can be found at Gbellauctions.com 


(Gime Gp 1141 Main Street, Moncton, NB E1C 1H8 adi 
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